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GAMES have just been released from 
two training matches· - West Ger­ 
man Robert Hubner against Vlastimil 
Hort of Czechoslovakia, and Dutch- 

. man Jan Timman against Russian 
Lev Polugayevsky - held shortly be­ 
fore the recent· interzonal tourna­ 
ments. 
Hubner defeated Hort 3½-2½,' and 

went on to take first equal in the in­ 
terzonal tournament in Rio de Ja­ 
neiro. Hort, scheduled to play in the 
parallel Riga interzonal, curiously 

· withdrew before it started. 
Polugayevsky, despite losing to Tim­ 
man 3½-4½, took clear second at 
Riga thus, like Hubner, qualifying 
through to the all-important candi­ 
dates matches, the next stage in the 
world championship cycle. 

· Games scores of both matches were 
kept secret until the end of the inter­ 
zonals, to prevent possible prepara­ 
tion by opponents on the openings . 
played. 
The Hubner-Hort match in Ham­ 

burg had a prize fund of 3000 marks 
for the winner, 2000 for the loser. In 
the fifth game, Hubner won a decisive 
encounter in a struggle which, accord­ 
ing to "Hort, "the experts will rack 
their brains over for years", Hort 
seemed to gain a winning position but 
blundered and lost. · 

SICILIAN DEFENCE 
R. HUBNER 
1. e4 
2. Nf3 
3. d4 
4. NXd4 
5. Nc3 
~- Bg5· 
7. f4 
8. Qd2 

V. HORT 
c5 
d6 
cXd4 
Nf6 
a6 
e6 
Qb6I? 
0Xb2I? 

The notorious "poisoned pawn" vari­ 
ation of ihe Sicilian defence. Sn)itching 
the pawn is highly dangerous - fre­ 
quently Black's queen gets snared by 
the White pieces. 
9. Rb1 

10. f5I?. 
11. fXe6 
12. NXc6 
13. e5I 
14. 8Xf6 
15. Ne4 

Qa3 
Nc6 
fXe6 
bxes 
dXe5 
gXf6 .. 

Preventing Black's queen from re­ 
treating to help with the defence. 
15.Bel ?! Qd6 has long been known to 
be bad for White ...,...... but . surprisingly 
this is how Hubner proceeded against 
Portisch in the Rio interzonal. . 
. - Admittedly he then played a new 
move, 16.Qe3!? (rather than 16.Bh5 ch 
Ke7 17:Qe2 Qd4 l8.Nd1 a5 winning for 
Black, Petresevic-Marjanovic, Yugo­ 
slavia 197 3 },· but after 16 ... Qd4 17. Q/3 
Bb4! l8.QXc6 ch Ke7 /9.QXa8 QXc3 
ch 20.K/1 Rd8 Portisch had good. win­ 
ning prospects for his sacrifice, a_l­ 
though Hubner later drew by perpetual 
check. 
15. Be7 
16. Be2 h5 
17. 0-0 f5 4, 

1a: Rb3 Qa4 
, 19. c4 

This knight sacrifice leaves Black 's 
oueen with no moves - although as yet 

-~ 
White is not threatening to spring the 
trap. 
19. . . . fXe4 
20. Kh1 ! Bd7 
21. Qc3 (?) 
The first divergence from established 

theory - and possibly a fatal one. The 
recommended continuation is 21. Qc2 
planning 22.QXe4 with an unclear posi- 
1io11. 
21. . . . Rf8 
22. 8Xh5ch 
If 22.Rd/ immediately then 22 ... RJ5 

and Black is secure. 
22. Kd8 
23. Rd1 Kc8 
24. h3 QXa2 
25. c.5 

If White sacrifices rook for bishop 
with 25.RXdl Black escapes by 
25 ... KXdl 26.Rbl ch ,Kc8 21.RXel Qj2 
with the ·resource.1· i;f 28. QXe5 Qjl ch 
29.Kh2 QJ4 ch swapping queens. or 
28.Qa5 Ralf 
25. . . . 85 
Hort could also have countered the 

threat of Qb4 with 25 ... Qa4!?, eg 
26.Rb4 QXdl ch 27.BXdl RJJ ch and 
28 ... RXdl etc, . or 26.RXdl KXdl 
21.Rhl ch Kc8 28.RXel Qd4. 
26. Rdb1 Bd8?? 
Correct is 26 ... RJ21 27.Qc4 Kd8 

28.QXe4 Rjl ch 29.RXJJ QXbJ, and 
Black appears to just wriggle out with 
his extra piece: 30.QXe5 Kc8 JI.Rj7 
Bd8 J2.RXd7 KXd7 3J.Qd6 ch Kc8 
J4.QXc6 ('R- KbtLamf after J0, BJ3-- he 
avoids a perpetual by the skin of his 
teeth with 35 ... Ra? J6.Qd6 ch Kc8! 

27. Qc4I 
Winning Black. 's queen - told you it 

happened frequently! There is no escape 
from the trap as 28.Qa6 chl, RXa6 
29.Rb8 ch Kcl 30.R( I )bl mate is an 
even more devastating threat to he dealt 
with. 
27. 
28. Rb8 Ch· 
29. Qxa2 
30. Be2 

Bc7 
RXb8 
e3 
Rf4 

Somewhat better is 30 ... R'x.b I ch 
31.QXbl RJ4 32.Qb3 Rb4 33.QXe3 e4 
34.g4 a4 35.Kg2-. 
31. Ba6 ch Kd8 
32. RXb8 ch BXb8 . 
33. QxaS ch Bel 
Also hopeless is JJ ... Ke? J4.Qb6. 

34. Qc3 Ra4 
35. Be2 e4 
36. g4 Kea 
37. g5. ' . Bf4 _ 
38. g6 Kc7 
39. g7. Ras 

. 40. Qb2 Resigns 

MURRAY CHANDLER 
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